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THE
 KULIN UPDATE

04th December 2025

CONNECTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

PROUDLY PRODUCED BY THE KULIN COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE

THE WORKS 
CREW HAVE 
BEEN BUSY

LOCAL 
BUSINESS 
CHRISTMAS 
CLOSURESThe Shire Works Crew has 

been working hard on our local 
roads, check out some of  the 
awesome improvements here!

6-7     

Get the info on when 
local businesses will be 
closed over Christmas

16-19     
The Kulin Community 
Christmas Party is just around 
the corner, check page 26 for 
the details!

KULIN COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS PARTY26     

Kulin Classics go Troppo for Christmas

Palm trees, pavlova, and a dash of mischief — our Christmas luncheon 
should have come with a warning: Excessive leis and laughter bound 

to occur! Read all about the antics on Page28.
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16th Dec		  2025

DEADLINES TO SUBMIT CONTENT 
FOR THE KULIN UPDATE

DECEMBER

9th 	 Kulin Classics
		  Movie Day

11th	 Bone Bus in     	  	
 		  Kulin

12th	 Junior  		  	  	
  		  Basketball  
		  Grand Final

13th	 Community 	
		  Christmas 	
		  Party

16th 	 Council 		   	
 		  Meeting

18th	 KDHS Final Day 
		  Term 4

24th	 Christmas Eve

DATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS

1/4 page b/w - $20
1/2 page b/w - $25

1/2 page colour - $50
Full page b/w - $40

Full page colour - $80
Front/ back - $100

Achieved something? 
We would love to share any community
news or achievements in the newsletter,
send through the information to
crccounter@kulin.wa.gov.au

How to advertise in the Kulin Update?
Complete the booking form found here -

www.kulin.wa.gov.au/council/news/community-

newsletter.aspx and send your advert and completed

How to receive the Kulin Update via email? 

When are the deadlines? 

What are the advertising costs? 

Mon - Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
38 Johnston Street, Kulin WA 6365
(08) 9880 1204
crccounter@kulin.wa.gov.au
www.kulin.wa.gov.au/crc-home

Accpeted document formats:

• JPEG• PDF 

Call or email us and let us know your name and email

address so we can add you to the distribution list

Alternatively, visit

www.kulin.wa.gov.au/#newsletterscroll

booking form to crccounter@kulin.wa.gov.au 

All articles and booking forms are to be sent NO

LATER than Tuesday, 4pm prior to the publication

date. 

Members receive 20% off advertising costs, please

contact 

crccounter@kulin.wa.gov.au for more information.
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And just like that, we find ourselves 
in December. Once again, we’re 

wondering where the year has gone 
and how quickly it’s passed, all while 
preparing for festive events, end-of-
school celebrations, harvest, and the 
upcoming holidays!

On Tuesday, we enjoyed a fantastic 
day celebrating with our Kulin Classics 
(our wonderful seniors) at the annual 
luncheon. The Freebairn Recreation 
Centre was bright and festive, perfectly 
complementing the wonderful food 
and entertainment. This year was truly a 
community collaboration.  Kulin District 
High School was front and centre, with 
the Kindy–Year 2 students singing carols, 
high school students and Sarah helping 
run the event, and beautifully hand-
made tree ornaments and cutlery settings 
created for everyone to take home. A 
lovely and thoughtful touch we are very 
grateful for.

As the weather warms up the fire rating 
risk also rises, and this also means Total 
Fire Bans and Harvest and Vehicle 

Movement Bans are enforced. Some 
clarity on what those terms mean:  

A Total Fire Ban is issued DFES 
(Department of  Fire and Emergency 
Services) and is is declared on days 
when fires are most likely to threaten 
lives and property. This is because of  
predicted extreme fire weather. On 
a Total Fire Ban day, it is illegal to 
light an open-air fire or conduct any 
activity that could start a fire. 

Harvest and Vehicle Movement 
Bans are issued by the Shire of  Kulin 
during the Restricted and Prohibited 
Burning period and are put in place 
when local Bushfire Control Officers 
identify the use of  engines, vehicles, 
plant or machinery as high bushfire 
risk activities, during particular times 
of  the day.  

A Harvest Ban, and a ban on 
the movement of  all vehicles and 
machines and the operation of  
internal and combustion engines is 
imposed on Christmas Day and New 

Years Day each year.

There is plenty coming up in the next 
few weeks to get you into the festive 
spirit – Community Christmas Party, 
Kulin Tennis Christmas Cup, Junior 
Basketball Grand Final, and the 
Aquatic Centre and Waterslide open 
to cool off  on these beautiful summer 
days.  

You will also find the opening hours 
of  our local businesses and Shire over 
the Christmas period in this edition.  
It’s not to early to plan and make sure 
you are prepared for the closures 
around Christmas and New Year.

Finally, if  you need to call Main 
Roads for faults the faultline number 
is 138 138 and this is also listed in the 
General Information on the back page 

of  the update.  			

Taryn Scadding 		
Executive Manager of  Community 
Services
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SHIRE NOTICES

A NEW LAW IS COMING THAT WILL CHANGE HOW  
YOUNG PEOPLE ACCESS SOCIAL MEDIA.

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

What is the new law?
• Starting from 10 December 2025,  

many social media platforms in Australia  
must prevent people under 16 from having  
a social media account.

• The law is not a ban on social media,  
it’s just a change to how old you have to  
be to sign up and keep/have an account.

Why is it happening?
• The changes aim to reduce the risk from 

harmful design features that make it hard 
to switch off from social media. It will help 
protect the health and wellbeing of young 
people and give them extra time to develop 
real world connections and digital literacy 
skills before they join global platforms.

• As part of the changes, new social norms  
are being built around social media use,  
where young people can maintain connections 
in other ways.

How will it work?
• Once the new law takes effect, platforms  

should deactivate accounts belonging to 
anyone under 16.

• They must also take steps to check your  
age before you can sign up.

What does this all mean?
• If you’re under 16, you won’t be able to have 

an account on some social media platforms. 

• The new law is intended to capture major 
platforms like TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, 
Facebook, YouTube, X, and Twitch.

• You’ll still be able to stay social in  
other ways.

• You can use platforms that have the sole 
or primary purpose of online gaming and 
messaging. 

• You can also use professional and 
development services, and services that are 
primarily for education and health support.

What do I need to do?
• Nothing, social media platforms are 

responsible for making sure they follow  
the new law. They should deactivate any 
existing accounts for under-16s  and monitor 
new sign-ups.

• The new law will not eliminate every online risk, 
and the risks will not simply disappear when 
a young person turns 16. eSafety will continue 
to help people of all ages understand how to 
use online services and platforms as safely as 
possible and get help if they are harmed.

• You can find information, advice and support 
at eSafety.gov.au

Scan the QR code  
to learn more or visit 
esafety.gov.au
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Available now for those over 70 years of 
age or with certain medical conditions

Ask your GP today!

ARE YOU AT RISK OF A 
FRACTURE? FIND OUT 
WITH A BULK BILLED 
BONE DENSITY SCAN

1800 10 11 63thebonebus.com.au

is coming to our practice on:

                Kulin Medical Centre

11th December and 12th December 2025
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DDrr  SSeegguunn  OOlluummiiddee  
KKuulliinn  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeennttrree  
eevveerryy  TTuueessddaayy  aanndd  WWeeddnneessddaayy  
 
Appointments can be made by phoning 9880 1315, presenting to the centre, or 
by visiting our website and clicking the Kulin booking link. 
  
St Luke’s Family Practice is now a Medicare Bulk Billing Practice! 

This means that for all eligible Medicare card holders, you will not have 
any out-of-pocket costs for standard consultations. Instead, we bill 
Medicare directly, so our patients won’t need to pay upfront or claim a 
rebate later.  Our goal is to make healthcare more accessible and 
affordable for our community. 
 
We bulk bill eligible GP services, including: 

• GP consultations 
• Chronic condition management plans & 

reviews 
• Mental health treatment plans 
• Health assessments 

Fees may apply for non-eligible services.  Please ask our reception staff for more 
information. 

www.stlukesfamilypractice.com.au 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Kulin Police News  
21 Johnston Street, Kulin WA 6365 

Phone: 98615800   
Email: Kulin.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au 

Staff: Sergeant Andy Dunn, Senior Constable Barry Osborne (Uncle Baz) 
____________________________________________________________________Dec / 2025 

  
CRIME 
 
Alcohol – Drinking excessively may lead to irresponsible, inappropriate or criminal actions 
and may result in your appearance in court. THINK and DRINK Responsibly. 
 
Opportunistic crime is the easiest and hence, the most common type of crime we see in 
country areas.  
 
Lock away your valuables, secure your premises, notify your neighbours of your absence 
and to report any suspicious activity you see. 
 
In your car, take your precious and valuable belongings with you, at the very least place out 
of view, LOOK, LOCK and LEAVE your car.  
 
TRAFFIC 
 
With a number of deaths & serious injury occurring on our roads, a timely reminder about using ERD’s. 
 
What is an Electric Rideable Device (ERD)?  
Regulation 3A of the Road Traffic Code 2000 (RTC)* defines an ERD as a scooter, skateboard, or 
other vehicle that;  
• • Is powered by one or more electric motors  
• • Has at least 1 wheel  
• • Is designed to be used by a single person  
• • Is not capable of going faster than 25 km/h on level ground  
• • Has dimensions no bigger than 1250 mm in length, 700 mm in width, 1350 mm in height and 
weighs no more than 25 kg  
 
If a device exceeds any of the above restrictions, it is an unlicensed motor vehicle and not an 
ERD.  
 
What isn’t an ERD?  
An ERD does not include motorised scooters, motorised wheelchairs, electric personal transporters, a 
vehicle with pedals or wheeled toys. Regulation for these devices is contained within the RTC.  
 
The minimum age to ride an ERD is 16 years of age, with the motor/s engaged.  
 
Do ERD riders have to wear helmets? 
Yes, riders of an ERD have to wear an approved bicycle or motorcycle helmet.  
 
Can ERD’s carry a passenger or animal? 
No, ERD’s are limited to carrying one person only. (r.212(5) RTC) 
 
SSttaayy  ssaaffee  --  AAnnddyy  aanndd  BBaazz        
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 “All it takes for crime to flourish is for good people to do nothing” 
CRIME STOPPERS 1800 333 000 OR IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL ‘000’  

TWITTER @KulinPol (Not for reporting incidents) 

FB Great Southern District – WA Police Force (Not for reporting incidents) 
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08.00am - 05.00pm

08.00am - 05.00pm

08.00am - 05.00pm

08.00am - 05.00pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

08.00am - 11.30pm

CLOSED

08.00am - 05.00pm

08.00am - 05.00pm

08.00am - 05.00pm

CLOSED
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60 Bull Street 
Kulin 

WA 6365 
      

PHONE 

EMAIL 
MRB 

ABN 

David - 0408 952 285 
sales@tinhorseautomotive.com.au 

9434 

41 263 372 508 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

XMAS OPERATING HOURS 

 – Friday December 19th 2025 – *OPEN* Monday January 12th 2026 

We will be available for tyre breakdowns over the Xmas period, someone will be on-call. We would like to thank everyone 
for their continued support over the year and look forward to seeing you all next year! 

On behalf of the Tin Horse Automotive team, we wish everyone a Merry Xmas and a safe New Year! 
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KULIN CHILD CARE CENTRE

Kulin Childcare Centre 

We have started to feel the holiday spirit at 
KCCC. We have hung a few decorations up and 
our craft activities are themed to match.   

The end of year is a busy time for everyone; children begin to feel this with the small changes 
in routine and the extra places to be. It is a time to be mindful of the pace which we do things 
and to make sure we support those around us. 

The children do also enjoy to feeling of celebration and holiday day theme activities. They are 
often making things which they know they get to take home to their loved ones. Although 
this process is small for them it is a great place for them to practice and come to understand, 
being, belonging & becoming (EYLF V2). 

Highlighting educator’s scaffolding in 
learning. Our children recently found a 
number of treasures around the yard. 
To foster the children’s interest in this 
Moureen put together an opportunity 
for them to build bracelets with their 
found jewels and extra beads.  

Our school readiness 
practice continues. 
Here we have an 
example of our fine 
motor skills in action 
using pipettes to 
make these beautiful 
ice cream cones. This 
activity also promotes 
hand muscle strength which is paramount to self help and writing skills.  

Our last day open to children is FFrriiddaayy  1199tthh  ooff  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002255. We are looking to re-open in mid-
January depending on demand and staffing. Please email the centre with dates for the New Year 
including preferences of permanent days.  

Thank you to our families and community for supporting us.  
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EVENTS

 KKuulliinn  CChhrriissttmmaass  MMaarrkkeettss 
Saturday 13th Dec   4.30-7.30pm   Freebairn Recreation Centre 

 
• Stalls will be inside (all spaces will be approximately 3m X 3m).  
• The fee will be $10 per space (Non-for-profit organisations are free). 
• Setup from 3pm. 
• VENDORS SELLING FOOD: 

o must obtain approval from the Kulin Shire's Environmental Health Service (EHS). Applications for 
approval must be received by the EHS at least 5 working days prior to the event; 

o at least one person at you stall must have completed Hygiene Officer training - 
https://hospitalityhygiene.com/ 

• All vendors will be covered under the Kulin Shire public liability insurance. 
• All vendors must supply their own tables, chairs and any equipment needed for their stall. 
 

NAME/BUSINESS NAME: 
 
ADDRESS: 
 
PHONE: EMAIL: 

 
PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR MARKET SPACE PREFERENCES 
 SINGLE SPACE $10  DOUBLE SPACE $20 

WILL YOU BE SELLING FOOD? 
 NO  YES Do you need a Food Vendors form?  YES  NO 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 Non-profit 

group (no fee) 
 Direct Debit – Kulin Arts Council - Bendigo Bank BSB 633000 #109904896 (please 

state your name in the payment description) 
 Pay on the night  Pay at Kulin CRC 
I agree to provide all my own equipment and will leave my area clean at the conclusion of 
the Markets. 
Signed: 
 
 

Date: 

For more information or to return an application contact Erin Bailey 0429 809 013 erin@kulin.com.au   
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KULIN CLASSICS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

They’ve done a lap or three 
around the sun. They’re 
seasoned and they’re savvy. 
Basically—without a doubt, 
these Kulinites are classic. 
So, for our local legends aged 
55 and up, we’ve retired the 
word “senior” and proudly 
ushered in a new era: the 
Kulin Classics. You’re not 
senior. You’re timeless. And 
this Christmas, we celebrated 
you in true island style.

This past Tuesday, the 
Freebairn Recreation Centre 
was transformed into a 
tropical paradise for our Kulin 
Classic Hawaiian Christmas 
Lunch. With palm fronds 
swaying (well, paper ones), 
festive sparkle in the air, and 
a spirit of  fun that could rival 
a luau, the heat of  the day 
didn’t stand a chance.

Despite the Harvest Ban and 
temperatures outside pushing 
up towards 40 degrees, 60 
Kulin Classics arrived dressed 
to impress—leis draped, floral 
shirts flowing, and laughter 
bubbling from the get-go. It 
was a sight to behold and a 
vibe to remember.

Amy from Acres of  Taste 
once again wowed us with 
a spread that had everyone 
loosening their belts. Roast 
turkey with cranberry glaze, 

golden roasted potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, maple-glazed 
carrots, and a pear and pecan 
salad had people licking their 
lips. And then came dessert—
three types of  cheesecake, 
classic Christmas pavlova, 
and a rich, steamed Christmas 
pudding. No one left hungry, 
and everyone left happy.

The Kindy and Pre-Primary 
classes, along with Years 1 
and 2, serenaded us with 
Christmas carols that melted 
hearts faster than a mango 
sorbet. Their handmade 
ornaments and cutlery 
holders were crafted with 
love and proudly taken home 
by our Classics. Weeks of  
preparation paid off  in the 
most adorable way.

Then it was time for some 
games, giggles and good 
times. From party games to 
Christmas trivia, the room 
was alive with belly laughs and 
cheeky competition. Sarah 
Gangel, in her role as School 
Advocacy Officer, brought 
boundless energy, and the 
four student volunteers who 
served and mingled were 
absolute stars—smiling, 
helping, and giving it a red-
hot go.

The Phil Room at the Rec 
Centre truly underwent a 

tropical transformation. To 
the volunteers who gave up 
their Monday afternoon and 
Tuesday morning to help 
decorate—thank you. You 
turned the Rec Centre into a 
Hawaiian wonderland. With 
palm trees, tropical blooms, 
cheeky surfing Santas and 
Elvis in his finest tropical 
Christmas attire, it was Kulin 
like we’ve never seen it before.

Cr. Robbie Bowey delivered 
a warm update on news from 
the Shire, reminding us of  
the strength and spirit of  our 
community. And to everyone 
who attended—thank you. 
Your presence made the day 
what it was: joyful, vibrant, 
and full of  connection.

To my team at the Shire and 
Kulin CRC—thank you for 
your calm heads, creative 
minds, and unwavering 
support. We pulled off  
something special, and I can’t 
wait to get cracking on our 
next community celebration.

Until then, stay classic.

Kirra Pederick 	
Community Development 
Officer

Kulin Classics go Troppo for Christmas
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RECIPE SHARE

Granny’s Cheesecake - A Slice of Christmas Magic

The reason I love 
Christmas so much is 

that it’s a day for family — 
and the friends who become 
family. No one person is more 
important than anyone else. 
In my family, it’s never been 
about the presents. Sure, 
they’re great, and I put a 
huge amount of effort into 
finding something special 
for the people I care about, 
something that brings them 
joy. But for me, Christmas is a 
celebration of joy itself.
As a child, Christmas Eve 
meant an early bedtime. It 
didn’t matter that the sun 
was still up — if you weren’t 
in bed, Santa wouldn’t be 
coming. Christmas morning 
saw me up at the crack of 
dawn, racing to my parents’ 
room with squeals of 
excitement, making their 
morning cuppa before 
checking out the tree. Then 
came a family breakfast 
before piling into the car 
for the trek to Granny and 
Grandad’s farm or Nan and 
Pop’s place, depending on 
whose turn it was.
Our Christmases were never 

Christmas is absolutely, without hesitation, my favourite day of the 
year. I’m well into my forties, but I still count down to the big day 
each year. There’s a sense of magic in the air, and my inner child 
dances in delight. If such things were real, I’m sure I’d walk around 
sparkling with effervescent joy, visible like a cloud of glitter around 
me.. quiet. Kids ran flat out, 

playing as hard as we could 
before racing inside to sample 
whatever deliciousness was 
streaming from the kitchen, 
then back out again. The 
grown ups joined in the 
madness until we all collapsed 
into happy exhaustion at the 
end of the day.
Now that I’m one of the 
grown ups — and heaven 
help me, so are some of my 
children — not much has 
changed. I still try to go to 
bed early on Christmas Eve, 
less for Santa and more 
so I’m fully ready for the 
Christmas morning madness. 
I still wake up at the crack of 
dawn with a beaming smile, 
ready to turn on some music 
and spread the Christmas 
cheer through my house. 
It’s a struggle for the less 
morning minded members of 
my family.
As you’ve all probably noticed, 
most family moments in my 
world include food. I think 
that’s probably true for all 
of us to some degree. And 
wow, there are some very 
special Christmas recipes 
that are family classics. I 

love to change things up at 
Christmas, but there are 
some special treats that, no 
matter what, hold a place of 
honour.
One of those, that has never 
failed to make an appearance, 
is my Granny’s Cheesecake. 
She handed down the recipe 
long before I can remember, 
and every single one of my 
aunties and my mum would 
make it. My sister, my sister 
in law, and I all carry that 
recipe and the memories 
that come with it, and I’ve 
passed it on to my kids.
It’s light, luscious, creamy, 
and tart. It works every 
single time, comes together 
with an absolute minimum 
of fuss, and every bite brings 
me back to the magic of 
Christmas — remembering 
my big, beautiful family, those 
still here who live far away, 
and those I will always miss, 
especially at Christmas.
So, I’m spreading the joy 
with you this time. This is my 
Granny’s Cheesecake recipe 
— from our Christmas table 
to yours, with love and wishes 
for a very Happy Christmas.

Kirra Pederick
Community Development Officer
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A PLACE AT THE TABLE

Ingredients:

•	 1 packet Granita Biscuits
•	 Approx. ½ cup melted butter
•	 2 packets Philadelphia Cream 

Cheese, softened
•	 1 can Nestlé Sweetened 

Condensed Milk
•	 300 mL Whipping Cream
•	 Zest and juice of 3 large lemons
•	 Extra whipped cream to serve
	
Method
1.	 Crush your Granita Biscuits 

to breadcrumb consistency. 
You can do this in the food 
processor, or go old school: 
wrap the biscuits in a clean tea 
towel or pop them into a zip 
lock bag so that you don’t make 

Granny’s Cheesecake
a mess, and beat the daylights 
out of them with a rolling pin 
until it’s a nice crumbly mess.

2.	 Line the base of a springform 
pan with baking paper, ready 
to go.

3.	 Tip your crushed bikkies and 
butter into a large bowl and 
mix together with your hands 
until you can clump it together. 
If you need to, add a bit more 
butter to get it to that point 
where it will press into clumps.

4.	 Tip your butter and bikkie mix 
into the pan and press it down. 
I start with my hands and then 
smooth it out with the back of a 
spoon at the end for a nice even 
base. Then set this aside.

5.	 In a large bowl or a mixer, beat 
your Philly cheese to a smooth 

consistency, adding in your 
lemon juice and zest to give it 
a little extra moisture. Once it 
starts to smooth out, add your 
condensed milk and beat really, 
really well. You don’t want any 
lumps!

6.	 In a separate bowl, whip your 
cream to stiff peaks.

7.	 Gently fold the cream through 
the cheesecake mix so that you 
don’t lose too much volume.

8.	 Gently pour this into the 
springform pan on top of the 
base and then pop it into the 
fridge to set for at least 2–3 
hours.

9.	 Decorate with whipped cream 
and maybe some more lemon 
zest or curls if you’re feeling 
fancy.

 
That’s it — sweet, simple, and 
delicious.
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GET YOUR HANDS IN THE GARDEN

Fresh Shoots: Celebrating 
Summer and Shared Gardens  
Summer certainly started with 
a bang this year! November 
eased us through the last weeks 
of  spring with balmy days and 
gentle rays of  sunlight, followed 
by chilly nights and dumpings of  
rain through peak harvest time. 
Then December arrived and 
summer kicked off  in full force.

The heat has had me up early 
each morning, watering to make 
sure everything in my garden 
gets nice wet feet before the day 
sets in. I’ve come to love that 
quiet hour at sunrise — the soft 
warmth on my skin, the smell of  
herbs waking up, and the birds 
chattering away — it’s a beautiful 
way to ease into the day before 
the silly season takes hold.

Don’t get me wrong I love 
Christmas and Summer, but it 
does take some energy and that 
hour (or a little more) spent 
wandering around my garden 
each morning really helps get my 

mind settled ready for the chaos 
that epitomises most days this 
time of  year.

My garden is doing pretty well… 
apart from one poor Moorpark 
Apricot tree that my puppies 
decided was better as a chew 
toy than a fruit tree. There were 
tears, thongs were waved about 
and thrown, it’s fair to say I 
definitely lost my lolly when I 
found it dragged around the 
orchard. Why do puppies always 
go for the trees instead of  the 
ropes and toys? Rest assured the 
puppies are fine, in fact they’ve 
decided to join me as I do that 
early morning watering each day 
and keep me company.  Anyway, 
I’ve trimmed the apricot tree 
back, replanted with fresh soil, 
and am crossing my fingers it 
pulls through. Although in total 
honesty it’s not looking good. 

On the brighter side, my summer 
herbs and veggies are thriving, 

shooting up with new growth 
in the sunshine. And here’s a 
surprise — after spreading verti-
mowed lawn clippings from the 
Shire months ago, spending 
considerable time watering and 
waiting and eventually giving up 
when nothing seemed to happen, 
I’ve just spotted tiny green 
sprouts poking through. Could 
it be the start of  a lawn? I’m 
cautiously optimistic and will be 
seeking advice from Kulin’s lawn 
connoisseurs on how to nurture 
those little shoots into something 
more. So, let’s hope they read this 
article and are prepared for my 
questions on how best to nurture 
those little green sprouts into an 
actual lawn.  

Around town, gardens are 
looking stunning. The jacarandas 
are in full bloom, and despite 
the gazillion flies, it’s been lovely 
wandering about and admiring 
everyone’s summer colour.

Speaking of  gardens, our own 
Kulin Community Garden has 
been on the agenda too.  Last 
week we held a catch-up meeting 
for anyone who wanted to attend 
to toss around ideas on how to 
make the community garden 
more inviting and easier to use.  
Attendance was light, but we 
still had a conversation full of  
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possibilities, and I’d love to share 
a few of  them here with you.

•	 Seating and shade structures 
to make the garden more 
comfortable in summer.

•	 Repaired irrigation and new 
water points so plants and 
people alike can thrive.

•	 Better storage and tools with 
shelving, coded padlocks, 
and shared equipment.

•	 Composting and green waste 
areas with bays, worm farms, 
and clear signage.

•	 A propagation and shade 
house to support seed raising 
and year round growing.

•	 Signage and a noticeboard to 
guide visitors, share updates, 
and reflect Kulin’s identity.

These are just ideas for now, but 
with a few more hands in the dirt 
we can make them happen.  The 
thing with a community garden 
is that it’s by the community, for 
the community. Gardens don’t 

grow all alone — they need us to 
get our hands dirty. To those who 
already toil away down there, 
planting, tending, and harvesting, 
thank you. Hopefully over the 
next year or so we can chip away 
at some of  these ideas and make 
the space more appealing and 
easier to use.

Beyond the community garden, 
we also talked about forming a 
local gardening group. Nothing 
too formal, just a chance to 
catch up over a cuppa, maybe 
some snacks, share skills and 
knowledge, and encourage each 
other and have a laugh or share 
a story or two. From there, who 
knows what might grow? If  this 
sounds like something you might 
like to get involved in, let me 
know!  

For me, the joy of  gardening has 
always been about connection. I 
learned it from my grandparents 
and my mum, wandering up to 
the garden with them, chatting 
as we worked. Without even 
realising, I was learning — that 
there’s satisfaction in growing 
things, and that everything in 
the world has its time to bloom. 
That’s the spirit I’d love to see 
reflected in our community 

garden, and really, it’s the spirit we 
see so much in Kulin all around.  

From that spirit comes one idea 
already floating around — hosting 
an open garden day in 2027. It 
would be a chance to celebrate our 
little community, admire the green 
thumbs among us, and inspire those 
just dipping their toes in to really 
have a crack at it.

Opening up our gardens also gives 
us the chance to connect with other 
WA garden events, and there are 
some wonderful ones out there. 
Check out the list at the bottom of  
this article — I’ve thought about a 
bus trip or two so we could all have 
a day out and enjoy, or maybe a 
Kulin convoy… you never know, it 
could be fun.

As always, you know I’m up for a 
cuppa, a chat, and a chance to hear 
your thoughts. So please feel free 
to give me a call or drop in — I’d 
love to hear what you think about 
these ideas and how we can keep  
cultivating connection in Kulin.

Kirra Pederick       		

Community Development Officer

DDaattee((ss)) EEvveenntt  NNaammee LLooccaattiioonn
27-Sep-25 Manjimup Community Garden Open Day Manjimup

4-Oct-25 Kojonup Open Gardens Kojonup

12-Oct-25 York Garden Club Open Gardens York

25–26 Oct 2025 Open Gardens Albany Albany

25–26 Oct 2025 Ferguson Valley Open Garden Trail Ferguson Valley

30 Oct–2 Nov 202Festival of Country Gardens Bridgetown/Pemberton

9-Nov-25 RFDS Open Garden – Yalambi Farm Stud Busselton

13-Nov-25 Gather & Grow – Cannery Arts Centre Esperance

15-Nov-25 Wundowie Community Garden Drop-In Northam Shire

1-Aug-25 Emu Patch CWA Community Garden Wagin

14-Mar-26 Mt Marshall Community Show Bencubbin

TBC 2026 Bruce Rock & Yealering Open Gardens Bruce Rock/Yealering
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December 1, 2025

WARRIOR WELLBEING 

ARTICLES

Progression Planning is about 
retaining family relationships 
in the progression/succession 
process by looking at the 
people issues before dealing 
with the financial and 
business aspects. It is often 
the unspoken expectations of  
family members that can lead 
to the difficulties experienced. 
If  farming families looked at 
the relationship aspects and the 
people issues, of  their business 
as part of  the progression plan 
there would be less stress and 
misunderstanding.

Why Progression? Mixed 

messages are received 
and given using the word 
succession. For most it means 
the king is dead who is the 
next king? Progression is not 
just a business transaction; it is 
primarily about relationships. 
One of  the greatest risks to 
a farming family’s viability, in 
the long term, is relationship 
breakdown that we often don’t 
see coming. Progression shifts 
the focus to how we move the 
family-owned business into 
the next era or generation and 
how the older generation can 
successfully make the transition 
to the next phase of  their lives. 
Progression encapsulates these 
options.

Effective communication 
allows for awareness, 
understanding and a basis to 
reach agreement on issues. 

Communication must be 
maintained to both reduce 
distress and for our positive 
wellbeing. In fact, many people 
don’t talk about progression 
until it’s too late and/or put it 
off  because it is too difficult.

The following key topics in 
progression planning need to 
be canvassed in detail:

•	 Family communication, it 
all starts here.
•	 What is the farm business? 
Allows understanding of  
the business the family are 
involved in.
•	 Stakeholders, who’s 
involved? It is important to 
empower all parties to have 
a role in the progression 
planning process.
•	 What do stakeholders want? 
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Questions to ask our spouse/
partner and children about 
progression and/or retirement 
and business development.
•	 Transition period. You 
must establish an agreement 
that is suitable to your 
requirements. It’s not going to 
happen overnight.
We need to make Progression 
Planning discussions part 
of  normal conversation 
in our business. Only the 
minority, amongst family-
owned businesses, have any 
documentation around farm 
and/or business succession. 
Families must lead the way 
and own the process, no one 
can do it for us. Some simple 
rules that influence good 

progression planning are:

•	 Sort the relationships first.
•	 Debate the issues openly 
and with those that matter.
•	 Start planning early, when 
your kids leave school, the 
plan should be in place and 
understood.
•	 When children come to 
work on the farm and/or in 
the business, be clear on where 
it is going (sell the business not 
the land or building).
•	 Seek outside help for more 
than financial and legal matters 
(involve more than just the 
farm consultant, accountant 
and/or lawyer).
•	 Have a handover strategy 

and stick to it.
Remember not all businesses 
will be able to have a successful 
p r o g r e s s i o n / s u c c e s s i o n 
outcome, for a variety of  
reasons. Maintain those 
relationships first, to give it 
the best shot. A quote from 
Warren Buffett that fits in well 
with progression/succession 
matters… 

“Don’t do what others say, just 
listen to them, and do what you feel 
good with.”

By The Regional Men’s Health 
Initiative

. . . before it all gets too much . . . Talk to a Mate!!®

Regional Men’s Health Initiative’s primary role is to deliver community 
education and awareness on men’s holistic wellbeing and health.

Phone: (08) 6314 1436
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For more conversation tips visit ruok.org.au

Here’s some tips to help you connect and support your colleagues, 
friends and family: 

  Think about who in your world might be finding this time difficult  
and ask them, ‘are you OK?’ or ‘how are you doing?’

    Meet up for a chat over a cup or tea or coffee.
  If someone is grieving, ask them how they’d like to honour the memory 

of their loved one. 
  Extend an invitation to someone who will be alone during the  

holiday period.
  Organise a picnic or activity to bring people together.
  Have a virtual catch up with someone you can’t see in person or send 

a text message to let someone know you’re thinking of them.
  Suggest a ‘walk and talk’ with someone you know who finds the 

holidays tough.
  Drop off a meal to someone to show them you care.
   Remind your friends that telephone support service Lifeline (13 11 14) 

are operating 24/7 over the holidays if they need extra support.

The holiday season can be a difficult time for some people. You can make a  
difference at this time of year by checking in and having a meaningful  
conversation with the people in your world who: 

  Are grieving 
  Are missing friends or family
  Have had a tough year 
  Are struggling financially 
  Are affected by natural disasters
  Are working over the holidays 
  Have challenging family relationships 
  Are spending the holidays alone
  Feel excluded at this time
  Are feeling overwhelmed by world events
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Mobile: 0412 654 198 ABN: 779 482 683 48 

Steve’S RetReat 
  

 

6 Rankin Street, Kulin, WA  

 

 

Cleaner Wanted 
for 

Steve’s Retreat and Ameli Cottage 
 

Duties include cleaning after guests and washing linens. 
This position has flexible hours, great wages constant work. 

You must be able to work weekends, and you will be working for a 
great boss. 

 

Call Steve on 0412654198 
 

Let’s keep this amazing accommodation going in Kulin! 
Steve has accommodated tourists and workers for 332 nights over 

the year between the units. 
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ORDER EARLY AND BENEFIT FROM
ALOSCA’S $100 PER TON CASH BACK

ALOSCA granules provide flexibility like no other inoculant. 

Unlike traditional peat based inoculants which are limited in when they can be applied due to the mortality 
of the rhizobia, ALOSCA Granules can be sown into dry, unfavourable conditions and remain viable in the 
soil for months until being activated by the same seasonal rainfall that germinates the seed. 

WHY CHOOSE ALOSCA DRY LEGUME INOCULANTS?

Can be used with seed dressings that are typically
harmful to inoculants.

Simple application.

Can be blended with fertilisers, seeds or in a third box
for ease of application.

Can be stored for months in a cool, dry place.

For more information visit our website:

No need to mess around with slurries.

www.alosca.com.au

ORDER NOW - CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST OR ALOSCA TECHNOLOGIES ON (08)  6305  0123  ABN: 11 100  815  638

SUMMER SPECIAL - $100 PER TON CASH BACK

With over 2.5 MILLION hectares planted with 
ALOSCA Granules you can count on us!

Can be dry sown.

         Local Service.
Summit Fertilizers Area 
Managers live and work in 
your local communities, and 
understand what matters most 
for your farm to succeed, 
backed with over 35 years of 
agricultural knowledge and 
recommendations customised 
for your needs. 

For more information on how 
Summit can partner with you for 
growing success, please contact 
your Local Area Manager. 

GERALDTON
Murray Simkin
0429 947 919

COOROW
Juliet McDonald

0429 945 332

MOORA
Alana Alexander

0417 490 047

WONGAN HILLS
Saritha Marais
0429 579 541

KELLERBERRIN
Tracey Hobbs
0429 470 007

NORTHAM
David Armstrong

0447 109 545

MERREDIN
Kobus Marais
0427 766 508

WILLIAMS 
Mark Stephens
0427 788 521

CORRIGIN
Steve Cooke
0429 934 243

NARROGIN 
David Hull

0477 923 684 LAKE GRACE 
Brett Coxon
0427 766 508

ESPERANCE (W)
Matt Ryan

0408 092 355

ESPERANCE (E)
Nick Donkin
0428 715 045KOJONUP 

Chloe Turner
0447 469 245

BUNBURY
Ralph Papalia
0427 766 535

ALBANY (W) 
Mark Ladny

0498 223 421

ALBANY (E) 
Andrew Wallace

0427 083 820
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Servicing all agricultural bulk needs
Grain, Fertiliser, Lime & Gypsum.
Based in Pingaring servicing the

Central Wheatbelt and Great
Southern Region

We offer competative rates and
payloads of up to 70T

For all enquiries call Kiwi
0429668087
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GENERAL INFORMATION
SHIRE CONTACTS
FRC - 9880 1000
CRC - 9880 1204
Caravan Park - 0439 469 850                                   
Pool - 9880 1222                                                       
Depot - 9880 1218                            
KCCC - 9880 1636  
                                                                                                                                                      
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE                    
MT Lucchesi - 9880 4050 
JM McInnes - 9880 1360 
BW Sloggett -  0427081925 
 
MEDICAL CENTRE  
Kulin- 9880 1315
St Luke’s Family Practice
Dr available Tues & Wed
 
Kondinin- 9889 1753 
KN Hospital- 9894 1222 
 
Kulin Nursing Station
9880 1056   
Tues, Wed & Fri 
8:30 - 12:30 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS  
Emergency centre-  
9880 1079  
SES - 13 25 00 
Western Power- 13 13 53 
Water Auth.- 13 13 75 
Kulin Water Depot - 9880 1356 
                                                            
POLICE CONTACTS 
Crime Stoppers -  
1800 333 000     
                                                 
Kulin Police Station is 
staffed by two officers who 
are available to respond to 
incidents 24/7.  Your local 
police can be contacted as 
follows:  
 
Emergency: 000 
Non-emergency: 131 444 
KU Station - 9861 5800 

TIP SHOP OPENING 
DAYS
Sunday |Monday|Thursday
10am - 3pm

KULIN TRANSFER 
STATION
The station is open                  
Sunday |Monday|Thursday 
10.00am - 3.00pm
                                                                                                                                                      
REPORTING 
MINOR ISSUES                            
The Shire of Kulin uses Snap 
Send Solve, simply download 
the app and use  your smart 
phone to report a variety of 
issues directly to the Shire. 
 
LOCAL CHURCHES 
Uniting Church 
1st & 3rd Sunday of each 
month, 10.30am
 
Catholic Church
Fr Truc Nguyen
0426 018 782
1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 8.00am

Anglican Church
By Request
K. Wilson - 0429 801 228
Bunbury Office - 9721 2100 
 
KULIN MOTOR MUSEUM 
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm 
Saturday 10am - 2pm
C. King - 9880 1058
B. Colbourne - 0429 804 615
J. Munro - 0427 386 849
                                                                
DRIVING ASSESSOR 
Kulin has one assessment 
day a month.  Call BENDIGO 
BANK KULIN for bookings or 
enquiries - 9880 1422                                                                                          
 
MAIN ROADS FAULTLINE
138 138

CONTAINERS FOR 
CHANGE
All Good Refund Depot 
comes to Kulin on the 
last Wednesday of every 
month. They pick up 
returns from behind the 
Memorial Hall at midday.                        
Contact the Shire for more 
info.  To donate your cans to                                                                                                                                    
KCCC use their ID 
(C10351204) or to donate 
your cans to the ARTS 
CENTRE use their ID 
(C10333381)

DEFIBRILLATOR 
LOCATIONS 
                                     
KULIN
Kulin District High School
Kulin Caravan Park
Public Toilets (Johnston St)
Aquatic Centre
Freebairn Recreation Centre
Kulin Foodworks
Butler’s Garage & Museum

PINGARING
Public Toilets
Pingaring Ag Solutions
Pingaring Golf Club

DUDININ
Dudinin Tennis Club                                                                                         
           
KULIN LIONS CLUB 
Kulin Lions Club collect old 
glasses, hearing aids and 
stamps. Please  feel free to 
drop off any of these items at 
the Kulin Post Office. Push 
bikes and batteries can be 
dropped off at Haydn’s shed.  
                                           
H. McInnes - 0429 801 215 
T. Barndon - 0428 939 189 
R. Doust - 0499 802 054


