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Strive with confidence
Strive with respect
Strive to succeed

A Kulin District

High School
education is a
platform for success,
right here at home.

A Kulin secondary education creates opportunities for students to
flourish right here at home. High care and individualised instruction are
cornerstones of our secondary school as we provide academic rigour
and inspire creativity, challenge and personal development.
A Kulin secondary education embraces the opportunities that being
part of a small school and community provide, whilst at the same time
equipping local children with essential skills and desire for success.
At Kulin District High School, we cherish our past and keep an eye
firmly on the future. We know our children and their families and work
to maintain a special place in our local community. We continue to
build on the faith successive generations of families have placed in our
secondary program for over fifty years and are proud of the skills and
confidence students have and the achievements they make as they
continue life’s journey beyond Kulin.
We strive every day to provide a welcoming, cohesive and vibrant
environment where learning, respect and positive relationships can
thrive. We believe that the school has a vital role in producing
students with the skills to make strong, well informed choices.
Our professional teaching and support staff are committed to
ensuring engaging and relevant learning opportunities align strongly
with each child’s destination. We have strong community involvement
and support from academic, vocational and corporate partners.
We respect the hard decision families make when choosing the right
time to move on for secondary school; it’s hard, partly because many
mothers understand that sometimes their children never return fulltime to the parental home. Our school encourages parents to weigh up
the individual needs of their children and have our support in doing
what is right for their circumstances. However, it is fair to point out
that the more students we keep here the better for them all.
At Kulin we cherish the unique memories which are made when young
adolescents are able to remain at home and be a part of their
community. Whether it be through social or sporting pursuits,
children who are part of their local community are able to learn from
and contribute to local events and successes.
I am delighted that you are considering Kulin District High School for
your child’s early secondary years and the attractive option our school
provides its students right here at home. We would love to discuss
what we can offer your children, as well as show you around.
Mr Garry Walker
Principal

Pastoral Care
in a Caring Community

At Kulin District High School, we want all members of our
school community to feel welcome and a sense of
belonging. Whilst secondary students have designated
classrooms and outside areas, we cherish the unique
environment which exists within a District High School
where students from the ages of 4 to 16 co-exist, model and
learn from each other through learning experiences but also
in the playground. Our junior students look up to the ‘big
kids’ in our secondary school and this underpins leadership
programs in the senior years.
Pastoral care at Kulin fosters trust, mutual respect and
concern for the health and well-being of ourselves and each
other. We want our students to enjoy a positive schooling
experience and leave school with the confidence and
optimism to lead fulfilling lives.
A major theme is belongingness; our high school students
can come from as far as Hyden, and it is important that they
feel they belong if we want them to get the most from all
the great things that happen at this school. Whether it be
sports, arts or through the challenge of academic rigour,
students need to know this school is good for them and
does not waste their time.
Our holistic approach to student care is coordinated by our
Principal and Deputy Principals, in consultation with parents
and external agencies. A school psychologist assists
students with their educational, emotional and social needs
and plays a vital role in providing advice to teachers and
parents about programs and strategies to support students.
In 2021 our school also engaged in the School Chaplaincy
Program and as a consequence we have a chaplain at
school, who builds strong relationships with students and
families. Our chaplain is at school 1 day per week.
Kulin District High School promotes the maintenance of
‘Good Standing’ across the school. Students are expected to
maintain regular attendance (above 90%), positive
behaviour choices and work ethic as well as adherence to
our Dress Code. We are proud of a partnership established
with community sporting groups and facilities whereby
access and participation is dependent upon positive
behaviour and engagement. At Kulin, it does take the
‘village to raise the child’.
We are working within the guidelines of our 2019—2021
Business Plan. Our consultation with staff, board, parents
and community is ongoing. One thing is clear: our vision for
our students includes the target that no student leaves
Kulin DHS without knowing where they are going, how to
get there and are equipped, academically, socially and
emotionally, for the journey.

Year 7/8
at Kulin

.Our Year 7/8 program is centred around the successful
and smooth transition from the primary years into a
secondary program.
Students follow on from a dedicated transition program
offered to Year Sixes in local schools in their final year
of primary school. A new secondary uniform, different
to that worn in our primary school, signifies the change.
We understand the nature of the adjustment young
adolescents are required to make at the end of primary
school and so specialist teachers ensure clear and
explicit units of study and linked assessments, aligned
with the Western Australian Curriculum, occur in the
core subjects of English, Maths, Science and Humanities
and Social Sciences (HASS). Clear standards of work
presentation are also agreed and maintained.
Year 7 & 8 generally work together, but are sometimes
separated for core subjects, electives and specific
academic adjustments.
Whilst there is a high expectation of individual effort
and achievement across our secondary program, we are
also conscious of providing individualised support and
intervention wherever necessary. The development and
maintenance of individualised plans for support and
extension are high priorities with close working
partnerships between staff and home.
Opportunities are also provided with specialist staff in
Japanese, Visual Arts and Performing Arts, Physical
Education and Health.
We have taken great care in also providing introductory
programs in specialist areas including Design and
Technology (Trades), Home Economics, IT and STEM
(Coding and Robotics). These programs offer hands-on
learning experiences to engage and inspire the 21st
Century learner.
The development of independent and effective time
management and study skills are steadily developed
through class assignment and assessment routines.
We know that some of our Year 7/8 students are
preparing for transition to a new school and so we
support students and their families to undertake
programs provided by their intended destinations. This
powerful opportunity ensures a seamless transition.

Year 9/10
at Kulin

Year 9/10 is highly valued at Kulin District High School
as we celebrate the end product of the program we can
provide as a school.
Our mission across Years 9 and 10 is to focus on
developing the adolescent learner, in both skills and
knowledge, in order to prepare them for a successful
transition into Senior High School. Increased options
around courses of study see students to begin to follow
an academic pre-ATAR pathway, or towards vocational
training and employment or combinations of all three.
Our program in Year 9/10 takes advantage of our
smaller size and the deep understanding our staff have
over individual needs. Assisting students to achieve
their potential through academic rigour and vocational
experiences are cornerstones of our upper school
program. Modern resources and facilities, including 1:1
wireless laptop technology for all students, assist in
achieving success.
Our professional team of teachers implement clearly
defined units of study across the subject areas, covering
the breadth of the Western Australian Curriculum. They
also optimise chances for collaboration with colleagues
in local secondary schools, as well as Senior High
Schools, to ensure we have consistent expectations.
At the time of writing all Yr 10 students have
successfully passed OLNA, except for 2 students in one
area where we are awaiting results. Please note
NAPLAN and OLNA is only one measure of what we do
for students academically. Having said that, both OLNA
and NAPLAN data is generally very positive.
Individual course counselling and subject selection for
Senior Secondary School is provided to each student
during the middle of the year, with contact facilitated
with their chosen Senior Secondary School. Careers and
Pathways Officers from Narrogin SHS provide this
service for those intending on heading to Narrogin but
also provide advice to those going elsewhere.
Access to early units within TAFE qualifications can be
facilitated for interested students when they turn 15.
This can assist their transition into courses and
programs as students enter Year 11.
At Kulin we seek to celebrate the academic, vocational
and social achievements of our oldest students with
annual Leaving Ceremonies and awards such as School
Dux presented to worthy students in this group.

Elective
Courses

We value the chance for students to develop their skills
in applied courses of study. These subjects depend upon
staff expertise and are offered as “Options” wherever
possible. Examples currently planned for 2022 include:
Trades:
We have established partnerships with SIDE and skilled
local tradespeople to deliver programs in our state of the
art Trades Centre (Blue Shed). We are also very confident
that we will have a specialist D&T teacher in place for
2022 school year. This teacher and programs will expose
students to key skills in design and practical fields such as
Woodwork, Metals and Mechanics.
Home Economics:
Home Economics courses are provided to students from
Years 7 to 10. Nutrition, budgeting, kitchen safety and
food preparation are the focus of Cooking courses, with
Textiles being facilitated through a Sewing program.
The Arts:
The Arts have enjoyed a priority at our school for a
number of years. A specialist staff member works with
small groups of students in Performing Arts to rehearse
and perform high quality items with confidence.
Similarly, a specialist teacher guides students through
fascinating Visual Arts projects within our dedicated Arts
Centre. Community members often share expertise
within this area and our school is renowned for the
stunning work created. This is celebrated at the end of
each year with the Art Acquisition Award.
Physical Recreation:
We are continually looking for ways to use community
facilities and Physical Recreation is one way this is
fostered. Students participate in such local sports as Golf,
Tennis and Lawn Bowls with qualified coaches assisting
students to develop skills and learn the game.
Robotics/Coding
Coding and robotics are currently national priorities and
we are investing in resources to foster skills in this area.
Japanese
Kulin is home to a high quality Japanese program. For the
fourth time, a study tour to Japan was planned for August 2020 (unfortunately COVID interfered). This follows
a visit by students from Yao Suisho High School in August
2018. Students in Year 7/8 will have the opportunity to
participate in Japanese throughout 2022.

Kulin Community Bank
High School Specialist
Program

.Our school is committed to providing our students with
relevant and engaging learning experiences which
reflect life in the working world. In order to employ
specialist expertise, not necessarily based in Kulin, the
regular secondary timetable is suspended for three day
blocks of time on two occasions during the year. People
with engaging, specialist skills are employed to work
with students on practical, project-based activities.
A key part of this program is the chance for students to
have a genuine option in selecting one of the groups to
take part in. By working solely on the one project for a
three day block of time, students receive the same
amount of contact time with a specialist teacher as they
would in an option class which may happen once a
week during a term.
This program is made possible through the support of
the Kulin Community Bank branch. This partnership
arose from the Bank Board seeing the mutual benefits
of a strong local secondary school and a strong
community bank.
Past instalments of Project Enterprise have seen
specialists engage with students in food preparation
and service, street art and mechanics. This group
enjoyed rebuilding and starting a 308 engine!
Our secondary staff work alongside each of the
facilitators in a supervisory role.
Each year we are on the search for engaging and
motivational facilitators for the Specialist Program. We
welcome any suggestions you may have of engaging
people or possibilities you think our secondary students
may benefit from during this program.

Extra Curricular
Activities

Whilst the core academic programs are prioritised at Kulin
District High School, we also highly value the opportunities for
students to broaden their horizons and interact socially
whenever possible. Positive engagement in students’ learning
program is rewarded throughout the year with activities
which seek to break down the barriers of distance and
reinforce learning occurring within the classrooms.
We are very fortunate to have a high quality Japanese
program delivered in our school. From the early primary
years, and across secondary, students develop skills in
speaking and listening, reading and writing in Japanese as well
as an awareness of Japanese culture. This is consolidated
through an optional biannual trip to Japan led by our staff.
The 2018 Japan Tour was another great success and
adventure. This was followed by a week-long visit with
Sugiyama Primary School students who stayed with local host
families in August 2018. Unfortunately due to COVID our
planned 2020 Japanese trip was cancelled. An alternative
cultural experience was held in Perth. We wait to see what
the future brings.
The Belongingness Camp has become a standard part of the
high school year. Held early in the year it fosters positive
student /student as well as student/staff relationships.
Participation in the annual District High School Country Week
at the end of Term Three is a highlight for all secondary
students. In past years, teams have participated in netball,
basketball, football, soccer , volleyball and badminton. In
2021 our Netball Team won their B Division Grand Final and
our Volleyball Team was acknowledged with the
sportsmanship award for their division.
Developing ‘good’ citizens is central to our thinking at school.
Students are encouraged to nominate for leadership positions
on our Student Council and are provided with a Leadership
camp early in the year to foster skills in this area.

Facilities

The Kulin District High School community is committed
to providing students and staff with a physical
environment where learning and teaching can thrive.
Over the past few years, the school has completed a
refurbishment program of each secondary classroom,
with a library upgrade completed in 2017. The school is
also now fully air-conditioned. Currently our outdoor
quad area is being resurfaced and outdoor landscaping
plans have been created and these area will be rolling
out in the near future.
Our English/HASS and Mathematics classrooms as well
as the Science Laboratory and Home Economics Centre
are now state of the art. These spaces are
complemented by our fast, school-wide Wireless
Internet access and 1 to 1 laptop computer technology.
We are excited at the integration of a Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) priority in
government schools. The continual investment in new
technology is an annual budgeting priority and a source
of inspiration for classes right across our school.
The Arts continue to receive priority within our school
and students have the chance to hone their creativity
with specialist staff in modern and bright facilities. The
Art classroom is also home to a kiln so that ceramic
programs can be enjoyed by students and the
community alike.
Our Design and Technology Centre, opened in 2010, is a
highlight of our school facilities. This space is to a
commercial standard and allows programs to develop
trade skills in woodwork, metals and automotive.
Kulin is renowned for the quality facilities enjoyed by
community groups and provided by the Shire of Kulin.
Our school enjoys a special relationship with the local
shire which ensures access to the Freebairn Recreation
Centre and Aquatic Centre and Waterslide for special
events and activities throughout the year. This strongly
compliments our Physical Education program across the
secondary years.
We continually seek opportunities for community use
of our facilities as this enriches experiences for our
students and locals alike. We are able to display what
we do, as well as enjoy the vibrant environment regular
visits from community members provide. We
encourage the community to seek and suggest
opportunities that our school can provide.

Localities we currently service...

In 2021 Kulin District High School has six School Buses servicing:


Kulin/Dudinin (including south of Harrismith)



Kulin/Karlgarin (including Pingaring)



Kulin/Kondinin (including north of Karlgarin and the Hyden townsite)



Kulin/North West (east of Yealering including the Rabbit Proof Fence Rd)



Kulin/East Jilakin



Kulin/Jitarning

“Kulin District High School is such an
important part of our community; strengthening
families and helping to build our students into
responsible and confident young adults.”
Kulin DHS Secondary Parent, 2019

“Your quality education at home”

KULIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
19 Gordon Street, Kulin
Western Australia 6365
Phone: 08 6865 7300
Email: kulin.dhs@education.wa.ed.au Website: www.kulindhs.wa.edu.au

